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Proprietors of the Salt- Springs at 
Droitwich in the County of 
WORCESTER. 


HERE are three Salt Springs, or Salt Pits in the Burrough of Droytwich held by Grant from King Job» under 
an yearly Fee Farm Rent: The Salt Water ariſing in the two L. eſſer Pits hath ever been divided in Thirty 
two Shares called Bulleries ; and the Salt Waters ariſing in the Bigger Pit, hath ever been divided into Three 
Hundred Seventy two Shares called Bulleries, which Shares or Bulleries have deſcended from Anceſtor to 
1 b FI Year of ber Reg id Incorpor te fd Barron bythe Names of Bis and Burgeſs 

neen Mary the Firſt Year of her Reign did Incorporate the ſai y the Names of Baili and 
gran divers Franchiſes, but makes no — of the Salt Springs, but leaves the ſame Intereſt in the Proprietors the Law 
iven them. 

Bailiffs and ſome few of the Burgeſſes, who inhabit in or near the ſaid Burrough, and are Men of Little or no Eſtates 
taking the Advantage of the abfence of moſt of the principle Proprietors, who live remote, have of Late Years aſſumed to 
themſelves an unlimited Power of raiſing Monies out of the ietors Eſtates without their Conſents, and by contrivance 
— — other Bailiffs ſucceſſively, and exclude all others, pretend to a Power of making their Kindred and Depen- 
dants Burgeffes of the ſaid Burrough without common Conſent, and that each of them hath a Right by his ſingle Nega- 
tive Voice to keep out all others from being made Burgeſſes of the ſaid Corporation, be their Eſtates ever ſo great in the 
Salt Springs; and bear their * of the Fee Farm Rent — 2 by the Firſt Grant. 

1. And by Vertue of this ry Power the Bailiffs, and ſome — — the ſaid Burrough, did in the Year 1651. 
grant a Leaſe ot Eight Bulleries for Five Hundred Years for the Conſi of 800 J tho the fame were really 
Worth 1200 /. and with the Mony thereby raiſed did Purchaſe the Fee Farm Rent, and Three or Four of 
the Perſons who joyned in making the faid Leaſe did under-hand Purchaſe or Four of the faid Bulleries ; But upon 
the Reſtauration of King Charles the Il. the Fee Farm Rent returning to the Crown, the ſaid Bailiffs and Burgeſſes by con- 
trivance amongſt themſclves engage in a Law Suite to make void their own Grant, and pretend that the Charges of the Suit 
amounted to 8co J. in ſatisſaction whereof the then Bailiffs had an Allowance in Salt Water to the Value of 1500 J. andim- 
mediately impoſed Eight New Bulleries Worth 88 J. per amm which they have ever ſince converted to their own uſe with- 
out the conſent of the Proprietors. 

11. In the 18 Car. IL the ſaid Bailiffs, and few Burgeſſes did Grant to the then Lord Windſor Salt Water to the Value of 
1600 l. on pretence of making a little Brook Navigable, but the Proprietors of the Leſſer Pits, refuſing his Lordſhip the Poſ. 
ſeſſion of that Share which was charg:d upon them. the ſaid Bailiffs cauſed ſeveral of the faid Proprietors to be impriſoned, 
who thereupon brought their Actions at Law againſt the Bailiffs and Recovered conſiderable Coſts and Damages for talſe Im- 
priſonment, and his Lerdſhip brought his Action in Ejectment upon the Bailiffs Grant; and at a Tryal at the Kings Bench 
Bar there was a Verdict againſt his Lordſhip, and 80 J. Coſts of Suit 8 againſt him. In both which Suits the Bailif 
pretend to have born the whole Charges, and to reimburſe themſelves did charge the Proprietors Eſtates in the great Pit with 
the Sum of 820 J tho they were neither parties nor Privy to the faid Suits, or _ concern in the Leſſer Pits. The 
Brook is not made Navigable, nor the Proprietors received any advantage thereby, yet the Securities given by the Lord 
Windſor for r I. ſame are deliver d up by the ſaid Bailiffs. 

III. The faid Bailitts Collected 20 J. per annum on pretence of the Fee Farm more than ought to be Charged upon the Salc 
Pits. 

Iv. The ſaid Bailifts have of late years Imbezilled, or concealed great Sums of Mony and other Gifts belonging to a Free 
School within the ſaid Burrough, and have allowed conſiderable Salleries yearly to a School Maſter and Uſher, and charge the 
{ame upon the Proprietors Inherirance in the Salt Springs without their Conſents. 

V. That from the year 1651. to the year 1670. for every 204. the Bailiffs brought to Accompt as paid , they had an 
Allowance made them at the End of the Vear of Salt Water to the Value of 45 l. and from the year 1650. to this day for 
every 201. they bring to Accompt they have Salt Water to the Value of 33 J. charged upon the Salt ry 4 without the 
Proprietors Conſents, ſo that the Profits of that Office increaſing with the Expences, they ſeek all ways of ying out Mo- 
ny, engaging in unneceſſary Law Suits, and laying the whole charge of the Corporation upon the Salt Pits, tho nothing re. 
lating thereto; ſo that tho the neceſſary Charges relating to the Salt Works do not excced 50 J. per annum, yet the Bailifls 
Accompts are ſeldome leſs than 200 4, and as often as the Proprietors ſeek Redreſs by due Courſe of Law, the faid Bailifs 
impoſe New Bulleries upon the Salt Pits, and thereby raiſe Monies out of the Proprietors Eſtates to defend their unjuſt im- 
poſitions, ſo that ſince the year 1651. they have impoſed at Leaſt Ten Thouſand Pounds upon the Salt Pits , without the 
conſent of the Proprietors, and all theſe Abuſes have hitherto been ſupported by their Arbitrary excluding the greateſt part 


of the Proprietors from giving their Votes in points of the concern in their properties, or to give their Votes in Electi 
their — in 42 tho at the ſame ti have levied the W due to one E their Members — 
Proprietors Eſtates, and likewiſe by admitting whom they tho they are meer and have no Eſtates in the Salt 


Pits, if they think them px to countenance their ſſions for which reaſon at Michaelmas Laſt , they made the Lord 
Sunderland, the Late Lord Chancellour, the Late Mr. of the Rolls, and Mr. Bridgmas then Clerk of the Council Burgeſles 
of the ſaid Burrough, and at the ſame time Eletted the two Latter to ſerve in Parliament for the Burrough, 
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